Wedding Ceremony

Presentation of the Bride:
Bridal party enters or assembles at wedding location.

Who presents to stand beside ? We/l do.

The Invitation:

Dear Friends, we gather to witness the wedding of and
, who have come to this moment in their life’s journeys to
be united together in the estate of marriage. We come to celebrate
the gift of fife and more particularly, in the celebration of life
together . Our solitary lives are enriched by relationships.

Marriage and the union it symbolizes in the most sublime of all
human experiences, for love is what Lfe is all about. And those of
you who care enough to share this moments with and

are inciuded in this circle of love of friendship. As
they commit themselves to each other, you may wish to commit
yourselves to them, promising in your hearts to accompany them
in what life brings and what they will fashion together.

As we gather to share in this joyous occasion, may it also be an

opportunity for those of us who are married to recommit our-
selves to the vows we once took to love and to cherish.

Centering Prayer:



Special Words to Couple:

and , you have traveled far in your life’s
journeys to come to this decision to be joined in marriage. As
you stand side by side you show that your hearts, minds and
futures are wide open and receptive to one anthers commitment
to love and cherish. You stand together in a place that you both
love so much: this beautiful mountaintop island surround by
the great ocean of peace, the Pacific Ocean. You feel the ocean
breezes and hear the sound of the wind, the birds song... all these
dance together in your senses and bring a feeling of serenity and
peace to your souls. Oh, it’s great to be alive today.

I urge you both as you stand before me in the presence of God
and these witnesses, to continue to be open to each other. Share
your dreams and desires as well as your smallest hurts and
frustrations with each other, for your marriage will provide one
of life’s most important dialogue. For as you reveal yourselves in
Iove to one another you enable each other to grow into whole
persons.

Remember that real love is not possessive or jealous, it liberates
you to become your very best self. For you not only deeply love
each other, but the person you are when you are secure in one
anthers love is the person you most enjoy being.. your best self.

And real love is not total absorption in each other, but looking
outward in the same direction as you do now. For you relation-
ship to have strength to sustain a family you must stand some-
what apart like to the pillars of a suspension bridge do to carry
their share of the load. Love makes you stronger so that you

can reach out and become involved with Hfe in ways you dare
not risk alone.
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Declaration of Intentions:
Please look at each other as I ask you each this important quest-

tion about your intentions.
, will you take to be your wife;

and will you give yoursel to her with abandon, in love and

honor, in service and helpfulness, and faith and tenderness,

to live with her and care for her as long as you both shall Hve?
I will.

, will you take to be your husband;
and will you give yourself to him with abandon, in love and
and honor, in service and helpfulness, in faith and tenderness,
to flive with her and care for her as long you both shall live?

I will.

[Optional Presentation of Bride and Groom]

L]

Whopresents ___________ to stand beside

I (We) do.
Whopresents _____ to stand beside T
I1(We) do.
Are you willing, now and always , to support and strengthen
this marriage by upholding and-
with your love and concern?
We are.

(Optional Presentation of Leis of Gratitude to Parents)

To honor their parents present this day for all they have

been and done as parents in nourishing and nurturing them,
and will now present them with

special leis of their gratitude.




The Marriage Vow:

[The bride will give her bouquet to maid of honor and the
couple will face each other and join hands.]

I, , take you, , to be my wife,
to love you and respect you, from this day forward
through all the changes and experiences of our lives.

I, take you, to be my husband,
to love you and respect you, from this day jorward
through all the changes and experiences of our lives.

Exchange of Rings:
You have brought these rings to be the outward and visible

symbol of your inward and invisible union. As circles these
represent the sun, the earth and the universe of wholeness,
perfection and peace. These precious rings express and
wholeness and completeness of the shared love into which
you both enter simultaneously as husband and wife, as lovers,
as Iifelong companions and best friends.

Let us pray: Bless now, O God, these rings that this man and
this woman may forever abide in your peace and joy. Amen.

Groom: I give you this ring as a symbol of our love
and commitment.
Bride: I accept and will wear this ring as a symbol

of our love and commitment.

Bride: I give you this ring as a symbol of our love
and commitment.
Groom: » I accept and will wear this ring as a

symbol of our love and commitment.
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